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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, Applicants disclose the 
following information: 

1. U.S. Patent No. 5,688,118, inventors Hayka et al., issued November 18, 1997; 

2. U.S. Patent No. 5,158,488, inventors Berlinghoff et al., issued October 27, 1992; 

3. U.S. Patent No. 4,435,163, inventors Schmitt et al, issued March 6, 1984; 

4. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0091 845 Al, inventors Azerad et al., 
published May 13, 2004; 

5. PCT International Publication No. WO 98/15234A1, published April 16, 1998; 

6. PCT International Publication No. WO 02/37453A1, published May 10, 2002; 

7. German Offenlegungsschrift DE 100 17 119 Al, published October 31, 2001 (including 
English-language abstract); 

8. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 05204300A, published August 13, 1993 (including 
English-language abstract); 
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9. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 05303327A, published November 1 8, 1 993 (including 
English-language abstract); and 

10. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 2001051593A, published February 23, 2001 
(including English-language abstract). 

Copies of above document nos. 1-4 are not being provided with this papers since these 
documents are U.S. patents and patent applications, for which copies are not required. Copies of 
above document nos. 5-10 are being provided with this paper. In addition, all of the above 
documents are listed on the enclosed PTO Form PTO/SB/08A. Applicants respectfully request that 
the Examiner consider the above-listed documents and evidence that consideration by making 
appropriate notations on the enclosed forms. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better prior art 
exists and does not constitute an admission that the above-listed documents constitute "prior art." 

Applicants reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability of the 
disclosed invention over the above-listed documents, should the documents be applied against the 
claims of the present invention. 

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this paper that are not accounted for, 
the Examiner is authorized to charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 1 1-1755. If a fee is 
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required for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 that is not accounted for already, such an 
extension of time is requested and the fee should also be charged to our Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kriegsman & Kriegsman 



By 



Edward M. Kriegsman 
Reg. No. 33,52^ 
665 Franklin-Xtreet 
Framingham, MA 01702 
(508) 879-3500 

Dated: CLu^ £ 2^>S 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 oa -CL^^ ^ -Z&s&S 

Edward M. 
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